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SOURCES FOR STUDY

Where's the Love?!
Genesis 21:9-14
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And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had born to Abraham, mocking.
And she said to Abraham, Cast out this slave and her son; for the son of this slave shall not
be heir with my son, with Isaac. And the thing was very grievous in Abraham'’s sight because
of his son. And God said to Abraham, Let it not be grievous in your sight because of the lad,
and because of your slave; in all that Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for in Isaac
shall your seed be called. And also of the son of the slave will I make a nation, because he is
your seed. And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water,
and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away; and she
departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba.

Genesis 37:3
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Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age;
and he made him a coat with long sleeves.

What Do We Owe Our Parents?
Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16
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Honor your father and your mother, that you may long endure on the land that ADONAI
your God is assigning to you.



Leviticus 19:3
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You shall each revere his mother and his father, and keep My sabbaths: I the LORD am your
God.

Rashi on Leviticus 19:3
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Shall revere his mother and his father. Here the verse put "mother" ahead of "father,"
because it is revealed before God that the son reveres his father more than he reveres his
mother; therefore the verse needed to emphasize revering the mother. But with regard to
honoring parents, the verse put "father" ahead of "mother," because it is revealed before
God that the son honors his mother more than he honors his father because she wins him
over with pleasant words. (Kiddushin 30b-31a)
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And you shall observe my Sabbaths. The verse juxtaposed observance of the Shabbat to
reverence for one's parent to say, although I enjoined you about revering a parent, if your
parent should say to you, "Desecrate the Shabbat,” do not listen to him. And so, too, with
regard to other commandments.
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What constitutes reverence of a parent? One may not sit in his parent's place, nor may he
speak in his parent's place, nor may he contradict his parent's words.
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What constitutes honoring a parent? Feeding him and giving him drink, dressing him, and
putting on his shoes, escorting him in and escorting him out.

Keeping Peace in the Home
Genesis 18:13-14

Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "Now that | am withered, am I to have enjoyment - with my
husband so old?" Then the Eternal said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 'Shall I
in truth bear a child, old as I am?""

Ponder this:
e How does the white lie told by God help preserve Shalom Bayit?
e Did this circumstance justify dishonesty?



e In this situation the white lie was ascribed to God. Do you think people, family
members, should risk telling such lies?

Genesis 37:31-34

Then they took Joseph's tunic, slaughtered a kid, and dipped the tunic in the blood. They
had the ornamented tunic taken to their father, and they said, "We found this. Please
examine it; is it your son's tunic or not?" He recognized it, and said, "My son's tunic! A
savage beast devoured him! Joseph was torn by a beast!" Jacob rent his clothes, put
sackcloth on his loins, and observed mourning for his son many days.

Ponder this:
e  Why did the brothers trick their father into assuming Joseph was dead?
e  Were thfey justified in doing so?
e  What other options may they have had in preserving peace in the household?

e  What better ways are there in handling jealousy of siblings (besides trying to kill
them or sell them into slavery!)

A Bissel more...
Ta'anit 20b

When his disciples asked Rabbi Adda bar Ahavah, "To what do you attribute your long life?"
He replied, "I never lost my temper in the midst of my family."

The Wisdom of Rebbe D

It's not always what is said, but how something is said that makes the difference in how a
person responds.
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Elul 17 The Gateway To Love by David Gregory

As Jews, we are obligated to honor our parents in the way we honor God. The idea reflects a
simple truth: without them, we wouldn’t be here.

Such an obligation, however, is not always easily met.

[ have struggled with my parents as [ make sense of my childhood and what I think could
have and should have been different.

At times, my relationship with them has been badly strained.

What has brought me back is my commitment to what God expects of me and what it takes
to become a giving person. Forgiveness and acceptance - however difficult - are the gateway
to love. Without love, resentment can reign; worse, it can become a weapon used
unwittingly against the people we care about most.

[ am moved daily when saying the bedtime shema. We forgive others and ask that we, too,
will be forgiven. We make that expression of the heart to experience peace while we sleep.

Teshuva, repentance, and moving forward are about conquering our desire for punishment
or retribution. It is how we honor each other and in so doing, honor God.

"

David Gregory is the moderator of NBC’s “Meet the Press.”



